Attorney Docket No. 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
*^ United States Patent Application 

COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a below named inventor I hereby declare that: my residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my 
name; that 

I verily believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural inventors 
are named below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 
OPTICAL HEAD, OPTICAL RECORDING/REPRODUCING DEVICE USING THE SAME, AND ABERRAOON 
CORRECTING METHOD 



The specification of which 

a. n is attached hereto 

b. S was filed on as application serial no. and was amended on (if applicable) (in the 

case of a PCT-filed application) described and claimed in international no. PCT/JP02/12884 fi led on December 9, 2002 and as amended 
on July 22, 2003 (if any), which I have reviewed and for which I solicit a United States patent. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including the claims, as amended by 
any amendment referred to above. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 119/365 of any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's 
certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date before 
that of the application on the basis of which priority is claimed: 



a. CD no such applications have been filed. 

b. 1^ such applications have been filed as follows: 



FOREIGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY, CXAIMING PRIORITY UNDER 35 USC § 119 


COUNTRY 


APPUCATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 


Japan 


2002-056954 


4 March 2002 




ALL FOREIGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY, FILED BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPLICATION(S) 


COUNTRY 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 











I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120/365 of any United States and PCT international application(s) listed 
below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the 
manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, § 112, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as 
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56(a) which occurred between the filing date of the prior application and the national 
or PCT international filing date of this application. 



U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FIUNG (day, month, year) 


STATUS (patented, pending, abandoned) 









I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code § 119(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed below: 



U.S. PROVISIONAL APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING (Day, Month, Year) 







I acknowledge the duty to disclose infonnation that is material to the patentability of this application in accordance with Title 37, Code of 
Federal Regulations, § 1.56 (reprinted below): 

§ 1.56 Duty to disclose information material to patentability. 

* (a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, and the most effective 
patent examination occurs when, at the time an application is being examined, the Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all 
information material to patentability. Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candoi 

• and good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known to that individual to be 
material to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim until the 
claim is canceled or withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information material to the patentability of a 
claim that is canceled or withdrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability of any 
claim remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duty to submit information which is not material to the patentability of 
any existing claim. The duty to disclose all information known to be material to patentability is deemed to be satisfied if all information 
known to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office in the manner 
prescribed by §§ 1.97(b)-(d) and 1.98. However, no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud on the Office 
was practiced or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office encourages 
applicants to carefully examine: 

(1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) the closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application 
believe any pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information already of record or 
being made of record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a claim; 

or 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable under the 
preponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent with the 
specification, and before any consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of 
patentability. 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this section are: 

(1) Each inventor named in the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application and who is 
associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing information to the 
attorney, agent, or inventor. 

. (e) In any continuation-in-part application, the duty under this section includes the duty to disclose to the Office all 
information known to Uie person to be material to patentability, as defined in paragraph (b) of this section, which became available between 
the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT international filing date of the continuation-in-part application. 
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I hereby appoint the following attomey(s) and/or patent agent(s) to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected herewith: 



All M Jeffer 


Ree No 46 359 






Altera Allan G 


Ree No 40 274 


l^uer Deakin X 


Rea No 47 8Q? 


- AndeTQon Ore&ff I 


Ree No 28 828 


I^ach III Thomas J 

llV-|| XXX, X XlwlAlCU ^ c 


Rpa No P.^'^ 1RR 

IVCg. INO. X -JJ,XOO 


Batzli Brian H 


Res No 32 960 


Leonard Ohristonher T 


Rpa No 41 040 


Reard John L 


Ree No 27 612 


JjCwi*; Oeoree C 


Rpa No S3 914 

XXCg. l^U. JJy4L>X*^ 


- Bems John M 


Ree No 43 496 


Liena \4ara E 


Ree No 40 Ofifi 


Blackburn Murrell W 


Ree No 50 881 


M^cFlonalrf FJanipl W 

XVXVi'J.^VfXlcUU, X^CLLUWl TV . 


Rpa Nn 'Vy 044 

xVCg. INO. J^jUt-t- 


Bnrtfilntti Rebecca 


Ree No 51 488 


McTntvre Tr V/^ilHsun P* 


Rpa No 44 091 

IVCg. INO. *T*t,y^X 


Branch John W 


Ree No 41 633 


Mueller Don el as P 


Rea No 30 300 

xVCg. XN\J. ^0,«700 






N^plcnri Annsa \A 


Rpa Nn 452 Q'^S 
xvCg. INO. ^0,5' J J 




Rpa "NJn "^d 1 '^n 


x a.l2>011s, INdXIUy J. 


iveg. INO. 'fUj^O^ 


iDyiJJCj x-«iiiu<i ivi. 


Rpa Mn ^^9 Add 


X alLiy, JL/aUlCJ IVl. 


P«>(T Nrt Art 10^5 

iveg. JNO. ^yjyxLD 


pomnhpll ICeith 




Pptprcnn liTvlp T* 


Tlt^a Nn 4/^ 0520 
iveg. InO, 'fOji^oy 


r^i-FFrkT/l TnHn A 

\ ' itiiiij JUllll 




X niiiips, joim 13. 


i\.eg. INO. J /,zuo 






X mo, IVlarK J . 


Keg. INO. 'fJjCJDo 


T^oirrriQiilt 1?/Mlo1/l A 
JL'algndUil, IVOUalU /A* 


Rpa Mr* 9<\ Q^iR 


ljuajey, lerry 


Keg. JNO. Z»>,i4o 


i^CLx^y f -i-^wiiiiia xv* 


Ree No 34 994 


Pnnrlsill TncViiiJi 

XVcLUUCLLi, .fdoxlUa IN. 


Rpa No SO 71 0 

xVCg. INO. JO, / Xy 


Flalpv AVilHafn I 
JL^oicy J vt luiiuu J . 


Rpa Mo S9 J.71 


Rpir*1i TnKn 
ixCIL'Il, JOJjU 


Rpa Nn "^7 70*^ 
Keg. InQ. OijiKjj 


l^O-IUlULly J lUlw IX.. 


Rpa No 36 414 


ivClIalltl, C<aXl \J. 


RpfT Nn 7S 7fi7 
Keg. INO. ^D,/Of 


TieVrie** ^mith ICatherine ^Jl 


Ree No 42 1 57 


Roath Paul O 

xxoalil, X a 1x1 


Rpa Nn 4S 04S 

xVCg. INO. H-.JyO'Tj 


DiPietm Mark T 


Rea No 98 707 


OC'XLUKUl^, J^aviu \.J. 


Rpa Nn '^0 flOR 
KCg. INO. jy^o^o 


l^Uo^^lL/ll, XVXoLlXlvW ^rv» 


Rpa No 48 0S7 


OVfliUIllail, IVxallv J.^. 


Rpo Nn '^l 1 Q7 
KCg. INO. jLyLjf 1 


Edell Robert T 


Ree No 20 187 


^r*1iiiTnnnfi A4^ir*1iap1 


Rpa No 30 479 

xvCg. XNO. OXJy'rZ.^ 


T^nn Rvikn QsanHrsi 


Rpa No 30 6ft7 


ijcuii, 1 iinoiii y JD. 


Rpa Nn 49 1*^7 
Keg. INO. fZjXJ / 


■TH-^jIIIIIIUjUOj XVxUwU 


Rpa No 50 470 


QphitlH rvrpanrrr A 


Rpa Nn 9RO 

KCg. INO. ODyZ,0\j 


vJdUlCUlUy V^XUlSLAXia XVX> 


Ree No 37 628 


^kooa \AvkxV T 


Rpa Nn 40 1 7R 

KCg. INO. *tO,±/0 




Rpa No df% 717 


OOTgC, f^Cllxl JVL. 


Rpa Nn SO 52AS 
Keg. XNO. ^U,OOD 


^JUgglll; IVxallllCW J. 


Rpa No 44 1 95 


CfAix/art Alan R 


Rpa Nn 47 074 
KCg. INO. *f/,!7/^- 




Rpa No 9^ 80/^ 


^tnll-r>pRpll K'ircti'n T 


Rpa Nn d'X 1 A4 
KCg. INO. *+.3,10*+ 


Cvc\Tmcit\ Alan 


Rpa No '^8 479 


^iilliTro'n ' 1 'iTvi/^^hTf 

i3lliilVaIl, X xixioiiiy 


R/»cr Nn 47 Qfti 
KCg. INO. f /,yoi 




Rpa No 44 799 


oweii^oii, CiiK. vj. 


P*»<» Nn 4S 147 
Keg. INO. HO,L'\i 


rirmilH Tnlin Tl 


Rpa No 1R 99^^ 


icueKson, i^avia 


Keg. iNO. 


frrpccfiri Rir'Tiarrl 


Rpa No 41 804 


XTPTTiHatli Tnn R 

XlClXlUalll, JUIl xV. 


Rpa Nn 1R 144 
KCg. INO. .^OjO'fH- 


VJlCdCilOj JLIUXl J. 


Rpa Nn '^'^119 


1 UILueilll, iVlarda /\. 


Pon Mr* AO 1 CO 

Keg. XNO. H-Z,loy 


TJj»5if*lr Tolin T 
xxa<tL'J^ JUllll 1^. 


Rpa Nr» '^A 1 ^4 
xvCg. INO. JO flD'r 


T TtirlprYiill Alh^rt T 


KCg. XNO. Z/,'fUJ 


T-Tsamrp r^nrtic D 


Rpo Nrk 90 ^f\^ 
XVCg. INO. Z79±0.i7 


viQOVicn, JviiSLin Jv. 


Pon Mrt 41 AAQ 
Keg. JNO. *H,*M-o 


TJpnfiinarG X^nrlr 
xxwimiii&jy ivxcujk 


Rpa No 48 Q89 


Watil Tohn R 

W aXlX, J OXIXI J^. 


Rpa Nn 11 044 
KCg. XNO. JJjU'f*!' 




Rpa Nn 49 /=*fin 
Xx.Cg. INO. *+Z,000 


Wpltpr Pniil A 

w eiier, x din jtv. 


p/»/T Mr» 7n con 
Keg, XNO. zUjoyu 


xxiXiSiJil} xvaliuolx 


Rpa No '^l 8'^8 


TTXllLalLCI, JOIUI C<. 


PpfT Nn 49 999 
KCg. XNO. H-Z,ZZZ 


T-Tr^np T pnnjiTH T 
xxu^&y i-^'Uii<u ii J. 


Rpa Nn 44 774 

xxCg. INO. *+'+, / / •+ 


TTiegaXlU, JaXQie 


Rf»«T Nn S9 1/;i 
KCg. XNO. JZjJDI 


JJrhmchv TTT Alton 
xxUiiidUjrj /vllilil 


Rpa Nn 47 90Q 
ixeg. INO. *t/y^yy 


VrlCr, X^aVlU U. 


Keg. XNO. ^fOjZzy 


Jsir*/%hcmi /^IiqtI^c A 


Rpa Nn ^'^ H/^l 
Ivcg. XnO. ^.7,UOx 


wixuaiiis, i^ougias j. 


Keg. JNO. Z /,Uj4 


JUlUl^j 1^ ICllUlab X . 


Rpa Nn 4j2 OQ^ 
iveg. INO. '♦o,^j7^ 


wiiiicrs, jaines u. 


P^fY KTrt Af\ 1*7 
Keg. XNO. H^U,j/0 


TnhriQtnn ^rmtt W 


Rpa Nn '^O 791 


\X/nr»0' T^TVQTi A 
WOIIg, JOjyd,Il t\. 


Pa><t Nr* CIA 
Keg. XNO. DUjO^O 




Rpa Nn 471 
j\.cg. INO. jyjf^ / 1 


Wnna TTinmiac ^ 

woDg, inoinas o. 


pA#r Nr» AO. ^nn 

Keg. XNO. 'fOjD / / 


JCpTIv ZjirhsiTv T 

xv&u^y i-ia\fllaAy J. 


Rpa Nn ^k'^ 1 0R 
IxCg. INO. DDfLKJO 


.iVla, X XUl X XUglLaUg 


Pa<* Nn 4S 747 
Keg. INO. ^DjZ'I'Z 


K.ettelberger, Denise 


Ree No 33 924 


Zeuli A^nthonv R 


Ree No 45 255 


Keys, Jeramie J. 


Reg. No. 42,724 






Knearl, Homer L. 


Reg. No. 21,197 






Korver, Joshua W. 


Reg. No. 51,894 






Kowalchyk, Alan W, 


Reg. No. 31,535 






Kowalchyk, Katherine M. 


Reg. No. 36,848 






Lamberty, Michael 


Reg. No. 50,760 






Larson, James A. 


Reg. No. 40,443 







I hereby authorize them to act and rely on instructions from and conmiunicate directly with the person/assignee/attomey/firm/ organization 
who/which first sends/sent this case to them and by whom/which I hereby declare that I have consented after full disclosure to be 
represented unless/until I instruct Merchant & Gould P.C. to the contrary. 
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I understand that the execution of this document, and the grant of a power of attorney, does not in itself establish an attorney-client 
relationship between the undersigned and the law firm Merchant & Gould P.C., or any of its attorneys. 
Please direct aU correspondence in this case to Merchant & Gould P.C. at the address indicated below: 

Merchant & Gould P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are 
believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
pimishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements 
may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



)2 
0 
1 


Full Name 
Of loventor 


Family Name 
^WADA 


First Given Name 
Hidenori 


Second Given Name 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


aty 

■ifiissbi 


State or Foreign Country 
Kyoto, Japan 


Country of Citizenship -r~/) / 
Japan 1 


Mailing 
Address 


Address 

48-303, Kohatanishiura 


City 
Uji-shi 


State & Zip Code/Country 
Kyoto 611-0002/ JAPAN 


Slgn.h„.oflnve-t.r201: ^^^^^^ 


Date: ^ r 


1 

0 
2 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
KOMMA 


First Given Name 
Yoshiaki 


Second Given Name 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

Hirakata^shi 


State or Foreign Country 
Osaka, Japan 


Country of Citizenship ^^^f) \/^ 
Japan \^ \ 


MaOing 
Address 


Address 

l'36-7, Kuzuhamendori-cho 


City 

Hirakata-shl 


State & Tip Code/Country 
Osaka 573-1113/ JAPAN 



Signature of Inventor 202: 
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0Tt5 Rgc'd PCT/PTO J .3 JUL 2004 

. IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: WADA et al. 

Filed: July 13, 2004 

Docket No.: 10873. 1472USWO 

Title: OPTICAL HEAD, OPTICAL RECORDING/REPRODUCING DEVICE 
USING THE SAME, AND ABERRATION CORRECTING METHOD 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1.10 : 
"Express Mail" mailing label number: EV 371503477 US 
Date of Deposit: July 13, 2004 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to 
Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1 . 1 0 on the date indicated above and is addresed to yommisaoner for Patents, Mail 
Stop PCI, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. ' * ' 

By:_ 



Name: Si 



COMMUNICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.32(c)(3) 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.32 (c)(3) please appoint the following 10 practitioners named in the 
Power of Attorney to be recognized by the U.S. Patent Office as being of record in the above- 
identified application: 



Brian H. BatzU (32,960) 
John A. CUfford (30,247) 
John J. Gresens (33,1 12) 
Curtis B. Hamre (29,165) 
Robert A. Kalinsky (50,471) 



James A. Larson (40,443) 
Douglas P. Mueller (30,300) 
Joshua N.Randall (50,719) 
Michael D. Schumann (30,422) 
Gregory A. Sebald (33,280) 



The undersigned was named on the Power of Attorney. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Dated: July 13, 2004 



MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

MinneapoUs, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) 33^300 



By_ 




Dougl^l P. Mueller 
Reg. No. 30,300 




